
The VOTER NOVEMBER 2025

Co-Presidents' Corner:
Dear League Members,
Thanks to everyone who helped this month at our many Voter
Services events -- see below for details and pics!  For
November, we have several opportunities to meet fellow
league members and learn about opportunities to get
involved.  Please come out and join us at one of these events
(scroll through the newsletter for details on each!):

November 8th 10AM - 12PM - New & Prospective Member Meeting at Solita's
House (1029 E Hillsborough Ave, Tampa).
November 10th 10 AM - Pasco Legislative Delegation - Sign up by Nov. 3!
November 13th 7:30 PM - Cadillac Crew. Tickets are $33.  We have a block of 10,
but need to know by 11/3 if you are interested in joining Elizabeth Corwin &
Teresa Potter at this performance which incudes league history.
November 18th 7 PM - Monthly Member Meeting (Virtual)

There are also many other events hosted by other leagues or league partners listed
below for November, including:

November 2nd 5 PM - St Pete LWV - Florida Interfaith Coalition Freedom Vigil
November 5th 6:00 PM - Planned Parenthood of Florida fundraiser.
November 7th 6:30 PM - The ACLU warmly invites our league members to a
special celebration marking 70 years of defending and advocating civil liberties in
our state.

And as always, scroll to the bottom or go to https://hclwv.org/news-events/events-
calendar/#!calendar for links to our monthly member meetings.

New & Prospective Member Meeting
November 8th - 10AM

https://hclwv.org/news-events/events-calendar/#!calendar
https://hclwv.org/news-events/events-calendar/#!calendar


If you are a new member,
please join us on Saturday,
November 8th to learn more
about the league. 

If you are not a new member
who would like to come out
and either learn more or
meet our new members,
please join us as well! 

Also, bring a friend who
might be interested.  All are
welcome!

 

Posthumous Honor for Idelia Phillips

The Hillsborough County Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) honored Dr. Idelia
Phillips, past President of the HCLWV, for
her six years of service to the
Hillsborough County Commission on the
Status of Women.

Protest Unethical Detentions

The St. Pete LWV is joining the Florida Interfaith Coalition for a Freedom Vigil to stand in
solidarity with immigrant families and demand an end to the detention and deportation
of our nonviolent, law-abiding immigrant community neighbors, siblings, and
friends. The Freedom Vigil takes place Sunday, Nov. 2, from 5-6, in a St. Pete location
that will be available upon RSVPing. Most such vigils are taking place in front of
courthouses, jails, and other legal and law enforcement facilities. Click here to register.

https://www.mobilize.us/disappearedinamerica/event/864247/


Protest Lots of Stuff: League Lobby Days
January 20-21, 2025

The Florida 2026 legislative session begins Jan. 13, 2026 and the LWVFL will gather in
Tallahassee on Jan. 20 for two days of lobbying! Join in!

More information will come from the LWVFL in the coming months about training,
preparing, and lobbying on Jan. 20-21. HCLWV will attempt to coordinate carpools for
those coming from Hillsborough and Pasco counties.  

Don't Miss this Ride

Please join the HCLWV on Nov. 13 at the live performance of Cadillac Crew at
Studio@620 in St. Pete.  It doesn’t just tell a forgotten chapter of Civil Rights history — it
spotlights the women of Tampa Bay who’ve been lighting up our stages since.  

Directed by Erica Southerlin, Cadillac Crew unites four powerhouse performers whose
artistry has shaped the region’s creative landscape. Together, they bring raw truth and
electric chemistry to a story about women who organized, inspired, and led from the
margins. In addition to exploring why we know so little about the women who were
essential to advancing civil rights, the show makes clear that the work of equity and
social justice has always been strongest when led by a diverse coalition of women.
 

Because the League of Women Voters was instrumental in creating the Wednesdays in
Mississippi program on which the play is based, the HCLWV has reserved a block of 10
seats for the Nov. 13 show. Studio@620 will charge us $33 per ticket as opposed to the
normal price of $40. Please come and bring your friends and family. Send an email to
Voter@hclwv.org to reserve your seats. Please do this no later than Nov. 3 so we can
adjust the number of seats we need. 
 

mailto:Voter@hclwv.org


The show is produced by Tampa's Powerstories Theatre, which has dedicated itself to
producing works by and about strong women and girls.  Powerstories invites us to "ride
South just as our foremothers did, to connect with our shared herstory of civic duty,
leadership, and resilience but, most of all, to be energized by the impact of collective
action." 

If you can't make it on the 13th, the St. Pete LWV has a block of seats reserved for the
Nov. 16th performance. Email voter@hclwv.org if you are interested in joining them.

Speak Truth to Power in Pasco

The Pasco County Legislative Delegation consists of seven members of the Florida
Legislature: Florida Senate (three Senators) and Florida House of Representatives (four
Representatives) who represent all or parts of Pasco County.

The delegation will meet in public on  Nov. 10, at 10 am at Pasco Hernando State
College, 10230 Ridge Rd., New Port Richey, 33654. All speaker requests must be
submitted prior to Nov. 3, along with seven copies for the delegation to be delivered to
Representative Holcomb at 2955 Landover Blvd., Spring Hill, 34608. According to the
delegation chair, we can sign up to speak at the event but public comments are the last
item on the agenda and our comments may end up limited to two minutes instead of
three. Use the 
Speaker Sign-up Form.

Please email Teresa and Diana at president@hclwv.org if you can speak on behalf of the
league at this meeting.  We have talking points on our opposition to mid-decade
redistricting and other topics!  You can find the talking points here. 

We Spoke Truth in Hillsborough

Over 400 people showed up to talk to the Hillsborough County legislative delegation on
Nov. 21, including many HCLWV members and allies who made their opinions known.
Among them, Teresa Potter spoke to the unconstitutionality of having new voting maps
drawn in a mid-decade redistricting based on partisan grounds rather than new census
numbers; Sandy Sroka spoke in favor of retaining HART's bus routes; Norin Dollard
asked the delegation to implement legislation passed in 2023 that would make 42,000
children eligible for CHIP, to implement legislation passed in 2020 that would bring
$200 million in school-based Medicaid funding, and to make DCF reduce our SNAP error
rate so that state funding would not be needed to replace lost federal funds; Pat Hall
spoke against insurance company executives providing money to elected officials in
order to influence insurance regulations; and Ami Marie Granger Welch, Damaris Allen
& Betsy Braden spoke against a new Florida Board of Education rule that

mailto:voter@hclwv.org
https://pasco.rja.revize.com/forms/10365
mailto:president@hclwv.org?subject=Legislative%20Delegation%20-%20Hillsborough
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FXkMuOWbDr98ovE8VLs16fq-KgPQrZUo_Pqt1ZpI7Ww/edit?tab=t.0


allows Schools of Hope charter schools to move into empty classrooms in our public
schools at the expense of public schools.  Damaris also spoke against switching to a more
political elected superintendent of schools and Ami also spoke against increased voucher
spending at the expense of our public schools.  We also heard from Paul Carder from the
St. Petersburg league who spoke on the importance of the National Popular Vote
Interstate Compact.

Before the delegation heard from the audience, they presented the bills they consider
most important in the upcoming legislative session. Michael Owen wishes to expand the
BOCC to nine single-member districts and update procedures for redistricting,
appointments, and charter amendments. He also wants to make the Hillsborough
Superintendent of Schools an elected position. The third bill he presented would create
a Land Reserve Stewardship District in Hillsborough County, which would have the power
to plan, finance, and manage infrastructure, services, and long-term development within
its borders. Finally, Susan Valdes wishes to remove the BOCC's authority to levy ad
valorem taxes on behalf of the Tampa Port Authority.

National Walk to School Day 
by Emily Hinsdale

Hillsborough County celebrated its largest National Walk to
School Day event in history this October! With 35 schools
registered to take part, an estimated 5,000 students
participated in this annual national activity promoting safe
and healthy routes to school. Sidewalk Stompers, thanks to a
donation from transportation engineering firm AtkinsRealis,
offered materials and prizes for all schools.

Tampa Mayor Jane Castor and Hillsborough County Public
Schools Superintendent Van Ayres joined Sidewalk Stompers at

Roosevelt Elementary School in honor of the school’s 100th

birthday and 10th year partnering with Sidewalk Stompers on a
weekly walking program.
 

(Ed. note: Emily is the founder of Sidewalk Stompers and continues to expand the
program each year with new schools and more families. She really deserves our thanks
and congratulations for this effort to keep safe routes to schools in the minds of our local
officials.)



West Riverwalk
by Emily Hinsdale

On October 28, Tampa leaders current and past broke ground on the West Riverwalk
Expansion Project that will add mileage and enhancements to a connected bike and
sidewalk route on the west side of the Hillsborough River, ultimately creating a 12-mile
continuous pathway that extends from Ballast Point Park to Tampa Heights. The route
will offer transportation options tying together schools, homes, businesses, and city
facilities.
 
The West Riverwalk is funded through a $24 million federal BUILD grant, a $10,000 West
Tampa Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) contribution, $8 million from Tampa’s
Community Investment Tax, and additional funds in future bonds.

Voter Information Events

Ida Williams Campbell and Teresa Potter tabled at the Beulah Baptist Institutional Church
during a Cybersecurity Defense Workshop on October 18, using the opportunity to
provide voter information and stir up the votes for the District 5 election
among professionals, businesses, educators and the general public.



League members spent time tabling over
two weekends in LUSH stores at
International Plaza and Brandon
Exchange for National Voter Education

Week. We also tabled at the Oct. 9th
District 5 City Council Runoff Candidate
Forum in Tampa, sponsored by the Tampa
Heights Civic Association.
We expect to be at many events next
year, as we head into the 2026 midterm
elections, so please be sure you are
certified to table for the League so you
can help in our community! 

We also tabled at Goodwill stores in Wesley Chapel, Brandon, and Tampa. It was a busy
couple of months.



Kick Up Your Hiking Shoes 

What is the Hillsborough County Hiking Spree? Each year, Hillsborough County
encourages people to get out and explore Hillsborough County parks while the weather is
agreeable. Walk or hike at least eight parks from the Spree list to earn a badge. Walks

and hikes range from very easy to challenging. You choose the walk and the day! Visit
this website to register for the Spree – then take off.

Rosé for Reproductive Rights

If you missed it in Tampa, you have a second chance now. Planned Parenthood of Florida
invites us to share a glass of wine in St. Pete and catch up on the fight for reproductive
rights. To RSVP for the 6:00 event on Wednesday, Nov. 5, click here.

Mark your calendar for Planned Parenthood's Tampa gala on Feb. 27, 2026.

Gun Violence Vigil

https://ddexdngab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uw5RHVE-l1B12C8bfhwv3kxcO9tkfHdcfuXfAaI9qn2f117SW8DOWFSmw9-VvItNu9n0DGj7HjphOW-a7l1vOpjLBWH8TYQrcjJJb7ihmJD-ZoFG-Eg-Q_Npm1s9z3EaAVd3i9_VsFg7_-3gqzuQwWU-Ou1De9oReAof3pRVLDu1o3p08SNKvuLnGrL31ZrRAVi9v-d14Y3c_Z4Xn4FcfLgnin7D6E_Xrm_corsSgJoKN5ruTNmUitWFNsCjU4sg3TNfoUNed1k=&c=bnmWEmtEuq9ZAzsA19ylercNQYmn9mWBJtCJhaVEmF1IGf5Uw5gxKA==&ch=hWBu6cu2UVDPZhtlynlr30Amp1Uzvpau4sndl_aPk4atlhz-gpyZFQ==
https://ddexdngab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uw5RHVE-l1B12C8bfhwv3kxcO9tkfHdcfuXfAaI9qn2f117SW8DOWFSmw9-VvItNu9n0DGj7HjphOW-a7l1vOpjLBWH8TYQrcjJJb7ihmJD-ZoFG-Eg-Q_Npm1s9z3EaAVd3i9_VsFg7_-3gqzuQwWU-Ou1De9oReAof3pRVLDu1o3p08SNKvuLnGrL31ZrRAVi9v-d14Y3c_Z4Xn4FcfLgnin7D6E_Xrm_corsSgJoKN5ruTNmUitWFNsCjU4sg3TNfoUNed1k=&c=bnmWEmtEuq9ZAzsA19ylercNQYmn9mWBJtCJhaVEmF1IGf5Uw5gxKA==&ch=hWBu6cu2UVDPZhtlynlr30Amp1Uzvpau4sndl_aPk4atlhz-gpyZFQ==
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/stpeterose25?emci=66e440f8-03a9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=49aa8032-30a9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&ceid=462757


RSVP here, not at the bit.ly link in the image above.

The Road to Capital

Join Black Innovation Florida for “Beyond the Block: From Code to Capital,” a dynamic
event designed to empower the Black community in the Tampa Bay Area with the
knowledge and tools to build wealth through technology. It is hosted in conjunction with
the Tampa Bay Urban Futures Festival. The discussion and sessions will focus on the
transformative power of Artificial Intelligence (AI), Virtual Reality (VR), and Digital
Currency, showing how to turn these cutting-edge technologies into real-world
opportunities. Nov. 15, in Tampa. Register now at Black Innovation Florida or EventBrite.

Path of the Panther 

https://act.everytown.org/event/moms-demand-action-event/71233/signup/?_gl=1*hfbkkq*_ga*MzQxODM2MjkyLjE3NTI3MTQwMjI.*_ga_68QYBV181T*czE3NTU4MjI2OTMkbzEyJGcxJHQxNzU1ODIyNzEyJGo0MSRsMCRoMA
https://blackinnovationfl.org/event/beyond-the-block-from-code-to-capital/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beyond-the-block-from-code-to-capital-tickets-1681136728209


During this free event, hear Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation founder Carlton Ward,
Jr. talk about Path of the Panther and the power of conservation storytelling on
November 3, 7-9 pm, at the St. Petersburg Museum of History.  The event features an
exclusive multimedia presentation of Carlton's captivating adventures in Florida's wild
terrain for Wildpath and National Geographic. The event will conclude with a Q&A and
book signing.⁠

Space is limited; click RSVP.

Elie Wiesel:  Soul on Fire
Documentary

Eighty years after his liberation from Buchenwald, this documentary seeks to help us
understand the man behind the searing and widely read memoir Night.  At the Tampa
Theatre Nov. 14-20, stay after the Nov. 18 showing for a discussion with the writer,
director, and producer and others.  Tickets at the Tampa Theatre.

Make Waves

WMNF’s new speaker series WaveMakers Live! features a powerful and timely
conversation that shines a spotlight on Indigenous rights, environmental justice, and
political resistance in Florida. Join host Tom Scherberger as he sits down with William
“Popeye” Osceola, the youngest elected member and current Secretary of the
Miccosukee Tribal Council, for an in-depth look at the Tribe’s ongoing fight to protect
their sacred land in the Florida Everglades against its use as an immigration detention
center.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/path-of-the-panther-by-carlton-ward-jr-sponsored-by-climate-first-bank-tickets-1505221049679?aff=erelexpmlt&mc_cid=95c1389ab2&mc_eid=0d0298b2cd
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/path-of-the-panther-by-carlton-ward-jr-sponsored-by-climate-first-bank-tickets-1505221049679?aff=erelexpmlt&mc_cid=95c1389ab2&mc_eid=0d0298b2cd
https://tampatheatre.org/movie/elie-wiesel-soul-on-fire/
https://www.wmnf.org/wmnf_events/wavemakers-live-with-william-popeye-osceola/


If you care about the environment, the rights of Native communities, and resisting
authoritarian overreach in Florida, this is a conversation you won’t want to miss.

Thursday, November 20, at 7:00 in Ybor City.  

Hillsborough County
Neighborhood Grants

Hillsborough County Neighborhood Relations is now accepting applications for the 2026
Neighborhood Mini-Grant Program. Eligible neighborhood associations can apply for funds
up to $5,000 to strengthen and engage their communities through innovative and
creative community projects.

Last year's grant recipients included 16 neighborhoods with projects ranging from a
neighborhood spring fling event to a green space reclamation project, a Free Little
Library fixture, and a bocce court canopy and paver installation.  Palma Ceia
Neighborhood Association hostied a pop-up art event spotlighting local businesses and
celebrating creativity. Magnolia Lakes POA cleared overgrown vegetation, planted
Florida-friendly landscaping, and created a peaceful space for residents to relax in and
enjoy.

The deadline to apply is Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. Visit the Neighborhood Mini-Grants
webpage to learn more and to submit an application.

Banned Book of the Month
by Izzy Miletic, Forbidden Florida Reads

A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess was published in 1962. 

BANNED in Alachua, Brevard, Clay, Escambia, Flagler, Hillsborough, Lee, Nassau,
Okaloosa, Orange, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Santa Rosa, St. Johns, Union, and
Volusia county public schools

A Clockwork Orange was the most banned book during the ‘24 -’25 school year, according
to PEN America.

Set in a dystopian future, the novel begins with a teenager named Alex embarking on a
violent crime spree. Without empathy, Alex rapes a woman in her home before being
arrested by the police. To shorten his sentence, Alex undergoes an experimental
rehabilitation treatment that conditions him to feel ill at the thought of violence.

The story explores the necessity of free will in the journey to redemption. Removing a
person’s capacity for evil robs them of their humanity. It makes them more like

https://hcfl.gov/departments/neighborhood-relations
https://hcfl.gov/residents/property-owners-and-renters/homeowners-and-neighborhoods/neighborhood-mini-grants
https://lwvfl.org/book-bans-in-floridas-public-schools-trifold/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18xWzxGfhEM_t6ImqOEfK50H9TaIYfFZx-qMZxB1_s4I/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://pen.org/book-bans/pen-america-index-of-school-book-bans-2024-2025/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1iP1nVObzc_x1LgOUTEwf7w_t9Q7j4zRXan_mTL_6k0I/edit?gid=369888666#gid=369888666
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1slCpqLprPXHM-Wyt-WYJR30-NvbGLialVNR8qTsZFG8/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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https://pen.org/book-bans/pen-america-index-of-school-book-bans-2024-2025/
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https://pen.org/report/the-normalization-of-book-banning/


“clockwork oranges” (machines) than people. The novel raises valuable questions about
punishment, rehabilitation, morality and the role of the justice system.

Since A Clockwork Orange’s release, censors have attempted to dismiss these complex
ideas by claiming the book is needlessly violent. The 2025 resurgence of this trend
focuses on the “pornographic” content of the book. Censors point to the sexual violence
of the main character, which is meant to highlight his immorality – not glorify it.

Orange County Public Schools removed A Clockwork Orange “as a result of State Board of
Education discussion.” While there is no evidence that the FL DOE directly ordered the
removal, it reflects a growing trend. In 2024, South Carolina, Utah, and Tennessee
enacted policies that enable state-wide “no-read” lists. As Florida remains the top book-
banning state for the third year in a row, it may soon follow their lead.

"We can destroy what we have written, but we cannot unwrite
it."
-- Anthony Burgess, A Clockwork Orange

Tampa's Truck Gardens 

Calling all green thumbs! The City of Tampa’s Parking Division is accepting applications
through Nov. 5 from residents interested in securing gardening beds in its new Parking
Community Garden. Participation is FREE!

Located by the side of the Whiting Street Garage, the garden will feature 54 raised beds
(2'x2'x4'), with 41 available to City of Tampa residents ages 18 and older.Gardening tools
will be available on site.

A lottery system will be used to select participants from the list of applicants. 

The garden is intended to;

Encourage residents to spend more time outdoors.
Foster healthy eating habits through the cultivation of fresh, organic foods.
Build community and inclusion through a shared interest in gardening.
Activate underutilized City property for community benefit.
Provide hands-on education about water reclamation, recycling, propagating and
cultivating crops, and composting.

For more information and to apply, visit Tampa.gov/PCG.  Spread the word!

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RoCVJ0apLlRfbcFTgfzEPbfvpDSiGCK1Q8EosNiCxTU/edit?gid=542222732#gid=542222732
https://pen.org/book-bans/pen-america-index-of-school-book-bans-2024-2025/
https://pen.org/book-bans/pen-america-index-of-school-book-bans-2024-2025/
https://www.tampa.gov/PCG


[Alright, so these are parking lot gardens and not truck gardens.]

Guns and Groceries 

All Florida Publix stores now allow the open carry of firearms, unlike Walmart, Kroger,
Target, Winn Dixie, and Aldi, which have all banned open carry. You can let your local
Publix manager know how you feel. You can also send an email to Publix CEO Kevin
Murphy by clicking here. Let both know that you will shop elsewhere until Publix puts
people over guns and protects customers, associates, and communities by banning open
carry in all its stores.  

Something to watch out for is that a bill has been filed in the Florida House to lower the
age to purchase a long gun from 21 to 18. There is a chance this will get decided in the
state court, as was the open carry decision.

ACLU Celebrates Civil Liberties 

The ACLU of Florida warmly invites members of the HCLWV to join them on Friday, Nov. 7
for a special celebration marking 70 years of defending and advocating civil liberties in
our state. The event takes place at Stetson University's Tampa Law Center and starts at
6:30 pm.

The invitation states that this gathering will bring together community leaders,
advocates, and partners to reflect on hard-won victories, spotlight current challenges,
and recommit to the work ahead - protecting voting rights, safeguarding free speech,
advancing racial justice, defending reproductive freedom, and more. The event will
include a short program, opportunities to connect, and moments to honor those who
have strengthened our democracy. Nadine Smith, Andrew Warren, and Arthenia Joyner
will be honored during the evening.

Click on this link for free tickets to the event.

https://secure.everyaction.com/wNqhggWh4E-z3j4_Q3dXLw2?emci=f4859b34-47a5-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=a8369adf-4aa5-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&ceid=332451
https://action.aclu.org/event/fl-70th-tampa-free


The 13th Annual Tampa Bay Veg Fest is Saturday, Nov. 8, 11-5, at the Perry Harvey Sr.
Park in Tampa. Check out 80+ vendors, six bands, hourly speakers, food demonstrations,
yoga, and the kids' zone. For more information, click on the logo above.

Interested in watching USF football while encouraging recycling? Want to kayak and meet
new friends? Interested in influencing policy?  Know a student who might want an
internship? Check out your local Sierra Club.

If you live in Pasco County and want more information about your local chapter, go
to https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/suncoast. There is a Pasco Conservation Team.

If you live in Hillsborough County, go to https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/tampa-bay.

Don't Wait for Black Friday

http://tampabayvegfest.com/
http://tampabayvegfest.com/
https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/suncoast
https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/tampa-bay


You know who was on Capitol Hill in front
of the U.S. Supreme Court last month on
the day the Court heard the cases for and
against dismantling the Voting Rights Act?
I was. There were hundreds of people
there responding to calls from the
organizing organizations, one of which
was the USLWV.  And you know what I
wished I had that day? Something that
showed I was with the LWV. Did I have
anything? No. Will I show up again at a
LWV-organized event without some LWV
swag? Nope. I am going zazzle.com now
to make sure.  Don't wait to be caught
flat-footed yourselves!  LWV swag makes
great holiday gifts and the HCLWV gets
some money from each purchase.  

Sips and Stories

Kitchen Table Literary Arts, a Tampa Bay writing community dedicated to nurturing the
literary art of Black women and women of color, is sponsoring Sips and Stories Nov. 6 and
20, at Southern Brewery in Tampa, 6:30-8:30 both evenings. Meet for drinks and read
your stories! (And enjoy the tacos from Rene's Mexican Kitchen food truck, across the
street.)  More info here.

Tiger Bay

Join the non-partisan Tiger Bay Club the third Friday of each month for discussions of
current events. On Nov. 21, the topic is "AI:  Whether Friend or Foe, the Future is Now." 

https://www.zazzle.com/store/lwv_hillsborough/products
https://www.kitchen-table.org/


The doors at the Cuban Club in Ybor City open at 11:30. Lunch will be served at 11:40
am and the hour-long program begins at 12 pm.

Click on the Tiger below for more information and to register.
 

Buy your tickets now for Tiger Bay's Lifetime Achievement Awards honoring Pam Iorio and
Rick Lott on Dec. 12. Tiger Bay honors one Democrat and one Republican each year. 

  The Performing Arts

On November 13, the Black Art Gala Foundation hosts, “Eclectic: A Celebration of Art,
Culture, and Diversity,” an art exhibit open to the public. The event includes a VIP
reception with the artists beginning at 6:00 PM. Tickets are available now. Follow the
artist's stories and more at www.BlackArtGalaFoundation.org.

The Hillsborough County Public Library Cooperative has partnered with The Florida
Orchestra to offer free vouchers for library customer sto see a select concert at a variety
of venues for their 2025-26 season.  The ticket vouchers are limited to two per person
and will be on a first come first serve basis. For more information, visit your local
library.

A new musical about growing up and growing old (in no particular order), Kimberly
Akimbo will be at the Straz Nov. 18-23.  Kimberly is about to turn 16 and recently moved
with her family to a new town in suburban New Jersey. In this “howlingly funny
heartbreaker of a show” (The New Yorker), Kim is forced to navigate family dysfunction,
a rare genetic condition, her first crush … and possible felony charges. Ever the optimist,
she is determined to find happiness against all odds and embark on a great adventure.

Celebrating Muslim Women is a free community event featuring short films, dance, and
spoken word performances honoring the power of Muslim women’s voices,  At the Tampa
Theatre, Nov. 13.

Get ready for a night of big laughs, bigger wigs, and unforgettable fun! Hit Stageworks
Theatre Sunday, Nov. 9 for Drag Queen Bingo, hosted by Tampa’s reigning queen of sass,
sparkle, and side-splitting entertainment! Bring your besties and your lucky dauber,

https://tigerbayclub.com/
https://tigerbayclub.com/
http://www.blackartgalafoundation.org/
https://libraryaware.com/391EPB?SID=aef4d800-0cab-45da-90e1-d52fac4e79ce
https://libraryaware.com/391EPC?SID=aef4d800-0cab-45da-90e1-d52fac4e79ce
https://libraryaware.com/391EPC?SID=aef4d800-0cab-45da-90e1-d52fac4e79ce
https://www.strazcenter.org/events/2526-season/broadway/kimberly-akimbo/
https://tampatheatre.org/live/celebrating-muslim-women/
https://tampatheatre.org/live/celebrating-muslim-women/
https://stageworkstheatre.org/show/drag-queen-bingo/


because this isn’t your grandma’s bingo night.  This is an adult only event. You must be
21 or older.

   The Plastic Arts    

Whether or not you attend Cadillac Crew, try to see The Unseen Thread: Women’s Art
as Movement exhibition at The Studio@620.  The Unseen Thread is an exhibition focused
on the power, history, and identity of women artists, exploring the enduring link between
artistic practice and social movements. Through Nov. 29.

USF Graphicstudio presents Impressions:  35 Years of Women in Print, an exhibition
celebrating the legacy of women artists who have collaborated with Graphicstudio over
the decades. Showcasing the work of ten influential artists from the studio’s history, the
exhibition highlights the diversity and innovation these women bring to the field of
contemporary art.  Through March 2.

At the St. Pete MFA,  the exhibition, Creative Freedom: Women as Decorative Arts
Entrepreneurs and Connoisseurs, c. 1900-1940, celebrates the dawn of the modern
woman through the stunning objects she created. As the call for suffrage led to the
landmark Nineteenth Amendment, women began to break free from convention. They
didn't just demand a vote; they claimed their place as cultural leaders. Through Feb. 1,
2026.

OLLI      USF

 
Did you know that Olli has an outdoor special interests group?  Activities planned for
November include:

A Hiking Spree Kickoff Party;
Group bike rides;
An ebike lecture and demo;
A walk through the Violet Curry Nature Preserve; and
A zoom debate about the State Bird.

https://thestudioat620.org/
https://www.graphicstudio.org/
https://mfastpete.org/exhibition/creative-freedom/
https://www.usf.edu/continuing-education/olli/resources/evergreen-course-catalog.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/continuing-education/olli/resources/evergreen-course-catalog.aspx


Don't forget there are lots of tech classes!  [ed. note:  Let me know if you think I should
sign up for one.]

And an array classes and talks on subjects including:

The murals of Tampa
Finding meaning and wellbeing
The New Testament and women
Storytelling
Creating your own OLLI class
Studio arts
Florida fishing
Erased histories in the Tampa Bay area
Holocaust resisters, spies, and rescuers
U.S. rankings in global indicators
Scandal in U.S. politics
The impact of COVID
And many others on science, health, writing, and traveling.

Click on the bull for more information.

 

Across Florida, communities large and small are proving that smart, creative planning is
still possible, even in a time when local decision-making faces new challenges.  From
small-town codes that protect character and open space to big-county reforms that
tackle sprawl, planners and leaders are finding ways to shape growth that supports
people, place, and the environment.  Learn more on Wednesday, Nov. 12 at noon during
the next 1000 Friends of Florida webinar, "Beyond the Zoning Map:  How Florida
Communities are Planning for the Future."  Click the logo for information.

Going on at TBHC this month:

Gallery Exhibit: The Lure of Florida Fishing;
Tours of the Cigar City exhibit;

https://1000fof.org/upcoming-webinars/
https://1000fof.org/upcoming-webinars/
https://tampabayhistorycenter.org/events/month/
https://tampabayhistorycenter.org/events/month/


Tours of Chinsegut Hill;
Walking tours;
Book discussion;
Stories and Flavors;
Conversations and classes on Florida fishing;
Annual Gala;
Historic Wimauma marker dedication;
and more!

Click on logo above for more information.

Café con Tampa is a 501(c)(3) organization that holds community forums to discuss
important issues facing Tampa Bay. The weekly gatherings of neighborhood and
community leaders take place on Fridays at 8 am at The Portico at 1001 N. Florida Ave.,
Tampa.  Doors open at 7:30 am.

To learn about future speakers, visit Upcoming Events.  If you are interested in becoming
a speaker, visit Speaking at Café con Tampa.

Libraries

Do you know about all the programs and events that take place in Hillsborough County
libraries every day?  Do your research.

Upcoming Member Meetings

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 6 pm, HCLWV Board Meeting

Tuesday,  Nov. 18, 7-8 pm, HCLWV Monthly Issues Meeting

Check the League's website calendar of events throughout the month for new
meetings and events. 

Want to know what's coming up? You can now subscribe to our HCLWV Events Calendar
so our events show up on your online calendar! Find the subscribe link just below the
calendar heading here.

https://www.facebook.com/cafecontampa
http://cafecontampa.com/speaking-at-cafe-con-tampa/
https://attend.hcplc.org/events?d=2025-11-01&v=grid&r=range
https://hclwv.org/news-events/events-calendar/#!event/2025/9/3/hclwv-board-meeting
https://hclwv.org/news-events/events-calendar/#!event/2025/10/21/monthly-issues-update-meeting
https://hclwv.org/news-events/events-calendar/#!calendar
https://hclwv.org/news-events/events-calendar/#!calendar
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